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Abstract: Based on the theoretical framework of poverty economics, this paper
explores the pathways and practical significance of design empowerment in rural
revitalization. By examining typical cases such as Chunfeng Village in Sichuan,
She Village in Nanjing, Shicun in Southwest China, and Xijiang Qianhu Miao
Village in Guizhou, and employing literature research and data analysis methods,
the study investigates the impacts of design interventions on industrial
development, spatial optimization, cultural shaping, and community governance.
The findings reveal that design not only promoted product branding and value
chain extension, leading to significant growth in farmers’ incomes and collective
village revenues, but also improved villagers’ employment opportunities, social
participation, and cultural identity through environmental enhancement, festival
innovation, and institutional design, thereby gradually alleviating
multidimensional poverty. From the perspective of poverty economics, design
interventions effectively expanded villagers’ capabilities and improved
opportunity structures, providing a practical path for the transformation of rural
areas from “spaces of survival” to “spaces of development.” This study argues
that design empowerment has become a key approach to promoting both
economic and social development in rural regions. Its value lies not only in
boosting short-term economic benefits but also in fostering long-term
sustainability by institutional innovation and cultural empowerment, thus
preventing intergenerational poverty and ensuring enduring revitalization.
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